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Peter May Lewis Trilogy Peter May Lewis Trilogy

If you are a fan of the books of Peter May, you may be interested in visiting locations that inspired the books in the Lewis Trilogy, and the places which feature in the companion photobook Hebrides.


For this reason, we have teamed up with the author’s own Hebrides photographer David Wilson, to create a guide to the Western Isles places featured in The Blackhouse, The Lewis Man and The Chessmen.


Want to see where The Blackhouse is set? Explore the real islands from the Lewis Trilogy books? Then read on for the very best inside information on all of Peter May’s Hebrides literary locations!


David Wilson explains: “In the area around the township of Ness can be found many of the locations mentioned in all three Lewis Trilogy books as this is the place where Fin was raised and to which he returns.


“The Skigersta slipway where Fin finds his father’s old purple boat is overlooked by the three cairns and his auntie’s house where he was raised after his parent’s death.


“Also there is the township of Adabroc where Peter imagined Fin had grown up, although he re-named it “Crobost” , and the Free Church at Cross where Donald preaches (Peter “moved” this to Crobost!)


“Of course, “Blackhouse” opens in the shed at the base of the Ness harbour breakwater, and this pretty, scenic harbour features in many descriptions of the guga boat’s departure and return. Beside this is the beautiful beach of Ness, with the low cliffs where the boys dropped crabs on the girls below, and a must-visit is the nearby rugged headland where the Butt lighthouse marks the very edge of Europe.


“The glorious bay at Uig, south west Lewis, has many of Fin’s locations around it- Whistler lives at Ardroil as does Minto and the ancient little graveyard at Baile na Cille must be one of the most scenic in Britain. Overlooking the bay are the mountains, including Mealaisbhal, where Fin and Whistler have several scrapes, and a great trip to take by boat (Seatrek at Miavaig) goes out to the islands and literally into the caves where the fatal scene occurs in “The Chessmen”


“For walkers, the beehive dwellings at Morsgail are a couple of miles off the road to Uig, and walking on beyond them takes you to the site of a genuine “disappearing loch”


“Also for walkers, a “must see” is the Bridge to Nowhere and the Road to nowhere- scene of the scooter race in the Chessmen. This can be found at the very end of the road up the east side of Lewis from Stornoway and is beside the fabulous beaches of Gearaidh and Traigh Mor, Tolsta.


“While in Stornoway, a visitor should also visit the Iolaire monument, featured in Chessmen, which has such an evocative story.


“Finally, the island of Eriskay is a great little location to stroll round, and offers views of Johnny's house (cover of the “Hebrides” book) Ceit’s red-roofed house, the little harbour at Haun and of course the church of St Michaels with all it’s history and the altar made from the bows of a boat. The lane down to the Barra ferry pier overlooks the silver sands of “Charlies beach”, and just over the causeway on South Uist, so famous for it’s machair flora, is the mountain “Ben Kenneth” towering over the township of Lochboisdale, where the homers first land.”




For full details on all the Lewis Trilogy locations mentioned, check out the list below or click on to map view to see the locations.


You can also download our Peter May Trilogy leaflet with a map and locations. Click on the here to download.
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Accommodation








Check Availability

Arrival Date:

Day:
01
02
03
04
05
06
07
08
09
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31


Month:
Jan 
Feb 
Mar 
Apr 
May 
June 
July 
Aug 
Sept 
Oct 
Nov
Dec 


Year:
2024
2025
2026
2027
2028
2029
2030
2031
2032
2033
2034






Nights:

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21







Guests in Room/Unit 1

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16











Add Room




Type:

-- Any --
B&Bs and Guesthouses
Camping and Caravan Sites
Glamping, Hostels and Bunkhouses
Hotels and Inns
Self Catering
Sporting Estates and Lodges





Area:

-- Any --
All Outer Hebrides
Barra
Barra and Vatersay
Benbecula
Benbecula
Berneray
Broadbay and Point
Callanish and Westside
Callanish, West Side and Ness
Eriskay
Great Bernera
Grimsay
Isle of Harris
Isle of Lewis
Lochs
Ness
North Harris
North Uist
North Uist, Berneray and Grimsay
Scalpay
South and West Harris
South Uist
South Uist and Eriskay
St Kilda
Stornoway
Stornoway, Broad Bay and Point
Tabert
Tarbert and Scalpay
Uig
Uig and Bernera
Uist
Vatersay






Location





-- Any --
Oban, Mull And Lorn
Glasgow
Barra
Barra
Benbecula
Benbecula
Harris
Harris
Lewis
Lewis
North Uist
North Uist
Outer Hebrides
Outer Hebrides
South Uist
South Uist
Fort William & Lochaber
Inverness, Loch Ness & Nairn
Skye & Lochalsh




Within

20
10
5
2
1


miles




Keyword:





	Children Welcome
	

	Childrens Portions
	Baby Changing Facilities Available
	Baby Listening/Sitting Facilities Available
	Children Welcome
	Children's Club
	Children's Menu Available
	Children's Play Area/Creche
	Cot Available
	Creche Available
	Highchair Available
	Indoor Play Area
	Kidzalowd Softplay Area
	Outdoor Play Area
	Resident nanny available
	Children Welcome
	Families
	Dogs Welcome
	Pets Allowed
	Pets Welcome
	Pets Welcome By Arrangement
	Pet Friendly


























	Pet Friendly
	

	Dogs Welcome
	Pets Allowed
	Pets Welcome
	Pets Welcome By Arrangement
	Pet Friendly










	Evening Meal
	

	Cafe / Restaurant available on site
	Dinner Available
	Evening Meal Available
	Evening Meal By Arrangement









	Dietary Needs
	

	Dairy Free
	Gluten Free
	Halal Meals
	Kosher Meals
	Nut Free Meals
	Vegan Meals Available
	Vegetarian
	Vegetarian Food Available













	Accessible
	

	Audio Loop
	Disabled Access
	Disabled toilets
	Lift
	Disabled Citizens
	Disabled Parking











	On Public Transport route
	

	On Public Transport Route















See and Do








Type:

-- Any --
Adventure and Watersports
Arts, Crafts and Galleries
Beaches
Boat Trips
Cycling
Family
Fishing
Food & Drink Experiences
Gift Shops
Golf
Harris Tweed and Weavers
Historical Sites
Horse Riding
Music, Dance and Festivals
Nature and Wildlife Attractions
Sailing
Scenic Viewpoints
Tours
Visitor Centres and Museums
Walking and Climbing





Area:

-- Any --
All Outer Hebrides
Barra
Barra and Vatersay
Benbecula
Benbecula
Berneray
Broadbay and Point
Callanish and Westside
Callanish, West Side and Ness
Eriskay
Great Bernera
Grimsay
Isle of Harris
Isle of Lewis
Lochs
Ness
North Harris
North Uist
North Uist, Berneray and Grimsay
Scalpay
South and West Harris
South Uist
South Uist and Eriskay
St Kilda
Stornoway
Stornoway, Broad Bay and Point
Tabert
Tarbert and Scalpay
Uig
Uig and Bernera
Uist
Vatersay






Location





-- Any --
Oban, Mull And Lorn
Glasgow
Barra
Barra
Benbecula
Benbecula
Harris
Harris
Lewis
Lewis
North Uist
North Uist
Outer Hebrides
Outer Hebrides
South Uist
South Uist
Fort William & Lochaber
Inverness, Loch Ness & Nairn
Skye & Lochalsh




Within

20
10
5
2
1


miles




Keyword:












What's On








Dates

Start Date:

Day:
01
02
03
04
05
06
07
08
09
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31


Month:
Jan 
Feb 
Mar 
Apr 
May 
June 
July 
Aug 
Sept 
Oct 
Nov
Dec 


Year:
2024
2025
2026
2027
2028
2029
2030
2031
2032
2033
2034






End Date:

Day:
01
02
03
04
05
06
07
08
09
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31


Month:
Jan 
Feb 
Mar 
Apr 
May 
June 
July 
Aug 
Sept 
Oct 
Nov
Dec 


Year:
2024
2025
2026
2027
2028
2029
2030
2031
2032
2033
2034








Any date in the future





Type:






Area:

-- Any --
All Outer Hebrides
Barra
Barra and Vatersay
Benbecula
Benbecula
Berneray
Broadbay and Point
Callanish and Westside
Callanish, West Side and Ness
Eriskay
Great Bernera
Grimsay
Isle of Harris
Isle of Lewis
Lochs
Ness
North Harris
North Uist
North Uist, Berneray and Grimsay
Scalpay
South and West Harris
South Uist
South Uist and Eriskay
St Kilda
Stornoway
Stornoway, Broad Bay and Point
Tabert
Tarbert and Scalpay
Uig
Uig and Bernera
Uist
Vatersay






Location





-- Any --
Oban, Mull And Lorn
Glasgow
Barra
Barra
Benbecula
Benbecula
Harris
Harris
Lewis
Lewis
North Uist
North Uist
Outer Hebrides
Outer Hebrides
South Uist
South Uist
Fort William & Lochaber
Inverness, Loch Ness & Nairn
Skye & Lochalsh




Within

20
10
5
2
1


miles




Keyword:












Food & Drink








Type:

-- Any --
Bars & Pubs
Cafes and Coffee Bars
Food & Drink Experiences
Local Producers and Food Shops
Restaurants
Takeaways and Street Food





Area:

-- Any --
All Outer Hebrides
Barra
Barra and Vatersay
Benbecula
Benbecula
Berneray
Broadbay and Point
Callanish and Westside
Callanish, West Side and Ness
Eriskay
Great Bernera
Grimsay
Isle of Harris
Isle of Lewis
Lochs
Ness
North Harris
North Uist
North Uist, Berneray and Grimsay
Scalpay
South and West Harris
South Uist
South Uist and Eriskay
St Kilda
Stornoway
Stornoway, Broad Bay and Point
Tabert
Tarbert and Scalpay
Uig
Uig and Bernera
Uist
Vatersay






Location





-- Any --
Oban, Mull And Lorn
Glasgow
Barra
Barra
Benbecula
Benbecula
Harris
Harris
Lewis
Lewis
North Uist
North Uist
Outer Hebrides
Outer Hebrides
South Uist
South Uist
Fort William & Lochaber
Inverness, Loch Ness & Nairn
Skye & Lochalsh




Within

20
10
5
2
1


miles




Keyword:














Refine By
Refine Your Search Further:


category
Type


Attraction

  


Archaeology

  


Archaeology App

  


Architectural Trail

  


Arts & Crafts

  


Arts Centres

  


Beach

  


Bird of Prey Trail

  


Birds

  


Birds - Birds of Prey

  


Birds - Coastal Birds

  


Birds - Corncrake

  


Birds - Deer

  


Birds - Golden Eagle

  


Birds - Machair 

  


Birds - Moorland 

  


Birds - Puffins

  


Birds - Seabird Colonies

  


Birds - Waders

  


Bonnie Prince Charlie Trail

  


Castles

  


Churches, Cathedrals & Abbeys

  


Crofting

  


Distilleries

  


Events Venue

  


Exhibitions

  


Festivals

  


Flora & Fauna

  


Flora and Fauna - Freshwater

  


Flora and Fauna - Machair 

  


Flora and Fauna - Marine Life

  


Flora and Fauna - Moorland and Mountain

  


Flora and Fauna - Otters

  


Flora and Fauna - Woodland

  


Food & Drink Attraction

  


Gaelic Language

  


Galleries

  


Harris Tweed

  


Hebridean Way Pit Stop

  


Historic Buildings & Homes

  


Historic Sites

  


Literary Trail

  


Monuments & Ruins

  


Museums

  


Nature Centres & Reserves

  


Parks & Gardens

  


Scenic Locations

  


Scottish Show

  


Theatre

  


Tours

  


Venues

  


Viewpoints

  


Visitor Centres

  


Weavers 

  


Wildlife

  


Wildlife, Safari Parks & Zoos







polygon
Location


  


All Outer Hebrides

  


Barra

  


Barra and Vatersay

  


Benbecula

  


Benbecula

  


Berneray

  


Broadbay and Point

  


Callanish and Westside

  


Callanish, West Side and Ness

  


Eriskay

  


Great Bernera

  


Grimsay

  


Isle of Harris

  


Isle of Lewis

  


Lochs

  


Ness

  


North Harris

  


North Uist

  


North Uist, Berneray and Grimsay

  


Scalpay

  


South and West Harris

  


South Uist

  


South Uist and Eriskay

  


St Kilda

  


Stornoway

  


Stornoway, Broad Bay and Point

  


Tabert

  


Tarbert and Scalpay

  


Uig

  


Uig and Bernera

  


Uist

  


Vatersay
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Peter May Trilogy - Adabroc "Crobost"


Address

Adabroc, Ness, Isle Of Lewis, Outer Hebrides, HS2 0TW





Ness, Isle Of Lewis



Adabroc was based on the fictious village "Crobost", where Fin was born and brought up.





More Details





	











Peter May Trilogy - Barvas Moor Shieling


Address

Barvas Moor, Barvas, Isle Of Lewis, Outer Hebrides, HS2 0QY





Barvas, Isle Of Lewis



In The Blackhouse, this sheiling on the Barvas moor, marks place where Fin's parents' car left the road as they drove home from a dance in Stornoway. The car crash was fatal and as a result the young Fin went to stay with his aunt.





More Details





	











Peter May Trilogy - Beehive Dwellings and Disappearing Loch


Address

Morsgail, Uig, Isle Of Lewis, Outer Hebrides, HS2 9JH





Uig, Isle Of Lewis




	Photograph © David Wilson
	In the book The Chessmen, Fin has given up his job as a Detective and has got a job as a gamekeeper. He comes across is old friend, Whistler, who the landlord has a grudge against, and so Fin finds himself in conflict with Whistler. Whistler leads Fin a merry dance over the hills and moors of UIg, in a storm, but ends…





More Details





	











Peter May Trilogy - Bridge to Nowhere


Address

North Tolsta, Tolsta, Isle Of Lewis, Outer Hebrides, HS2 0NL





Tolsta, Isle Of Lewis




	Photograph © David Wilson
	This is the location, in the book The Chessmen, of a scooter race between band members and teenage friends of Fin's; Strings and Roddy. The idea was to have a race along the track at the Bridge to Nowhere and whoever won, would be able to name their celtic rock band.
	"It was one of those rare, delicious, early…





More Details





	











Peter May Trilogy - Ceit's (Catherine's) House Eriskay


Address

Haun, Eriskay, Isle Of South Uist, Outer Hebrides, HS8 5JH





Eriskay, Isle Of South Uist




	Photograph © David Wilson
	In the book, The Lewis Man, two teenage brothers, Peter and Johnny and a young girl, Ceit are brought to South Uist.  They were referred to as "homers" as they had been in an orphanage and the Catholic Church had shipped them to South Uist and boarded them out with a families in Eriskay. This house in Eriskay is where…





More Details





	











Peter May Trilogy - Fin's Aunt's House Skigersta


Address

Skigersta, Ness, Isle Of Lewis, Outer Hebrides, HS2 0TH





Ness, Isle Of Lewis



Overlooking the bay at Skigersta Harbour is Fin's Aunt's house.





More Details





	











Peter May Trilogy - Johnny's House


Address

Bun a'Mhuilinn, Eriskay, Isle Of South Uist, Outer Hebrides, HS8 5JH





Eriskay, Isle Of South Uist




	Photograph © David Wilson
	In the book, The Lewis Man, two teenage brothers, Johnny, Peter and a young girl, Ceit are brought to South Uist.  They were referred to as "homers" as they had been in an orphanage and the Catholic Church had shipped them to South Uist and boarded them out with a families in Eriskay. This house in Eriskay is where…





More Details





	











Peter May Trilogy - Lochboisdale Pier


Address

Lochboisdale, Isle Of South Uist, Outer Hebrides, HS8 5TH





Lochboisdale, Isle Of South Uist




	Photograph © David Wilson
	In the book, The Lewis Man, two teenage brothers, Johnny, Peter and a young girl, Ceit (Catherine) are brought to South Uist and boarded out with a families in Eriskay.
	They were referred to as "homers" as they had been in an orphanage and the Catholic Church had shipped them to South Uist. It was in the days before…





More Details





	











Peter May Trilogy - MacNeil's Bar and The Narrows


Address

Cromwell Street, Stornoway, Isle of Lewis, Outer Hebrides, HS1 2DA





Stornoway, Isle of Lewis



Stornoway features in all three books. In particular, there are scene's in MacNeils, the Police Station, the Lews Castle and the Iolaire Monument.





More Details





	











Peter May Trilogy - Pabbay


Address

Pabbay, Uig, Isle Of Lewis, Outer Hebrides, HS2 9HU





Uig, Isle Of Lewis




	Photograph of Pabbay from Reef Beach © David Wilson
	In The Chessmen, Uig Gala day is taking place at Ardroil beach in front of Uig Lodge. Fin and Gunn arrive looking for their suspect and end up in a boat chase which takes them past Gallan Head and into the caves at Pabbay.  Fin and Detective Gunn arrive at the caves and despite their best…





More Details





	











Peter May Trilogy - Police Station


Address

Church Street, Stonoway, Isle of Lewis, Outer Hebrides, HS1 2JD





Stonoway, Isle of Lewis




	Photograph © David Wilson
	The police station is off course where Detective Fin Macleod is based on his return to the island, having left as a teenager. He is brought in to investigate the murder of Angus "Angel" Macritchie following a copycat murder he had been investigating in Edinburgh. Here he teams up with Detective Sergeant George Gunn…





More Details





	











Peter May Trilogy - Port of Ness Harbour


Address

Port Of Ness, Ness, Isle Of Lewis, Outer Hebrides, HS2 0XA





Ness, Isle Of Lewis




	Photograph © David Wilson
	The boathouse at the harbour in Port of Ness is the scene of the murder in The Blackhouse, that Detective Fin Macleod is sent from Edinburgh to investigate. Fin left "Crobost" as a teenager and returns as a detective to investigate the case. The victim is known to Fin. He is the brother of an old school friend.
	"The…





More Details





	











Peter May Trilogy - Purple Boat at Skigersta Harbour


Address

Skigersta, Ness, Isle Of Lewis, Outer Hebrides, HS2 0TH





Ness, Isle Of Lewis




	Photograph © David Wilson
	
	Skigersta harbour is where Peter May imagined to be "Crobost" harbour.  In The Blackhouse having spent many years as a detective in Edinburgh, he returns to Lewis to investigate the murder of an old school friend's brother Angus "Angel"  Macritchie. He revists his old haunts in Ness, where he was brought up - the…





More Details





	











Peter May Trilogy - Scarista Graveyard


Address

Scarista, Isle Of Harris, Outer Hebrides, HS3 3HX





Scarista, Isle Of Harris




	Photograph © David Wilson
	The book The Lewis Man starts with the body of a perfectly preserved body of a young man being recovered from a peatbog at Shader, near Ness. At first it is thought to be a "bog body" until the pathologist conducting the autopsy finds an Elvis Presley Tattoo on his forearm. What had appeared to be a historical find…





More Details





	











Peter May Trilogy - Sollas Beach


Address

Sollas, Isle Of North Uist, Outer Hebrides, HS6 5BX





Sollas, Isle Of North Uist




	Photograph © David Wilson
	Sollas beach is featured in The Chessmen as the location of a drug smuggling tryst resulting in a murder. A light aircraft is found in among the hills in Uig at the start of the book. The story eventually leads to Sollas beach, which is known for its beach fly in, and was where the aircraft had come from on its final…





More Details





	











Peter May Trilogy - The Church and Manse, Cross


Address

Cross, Ness, Isle Of Lewis, Outer Hebrides, HS2 0SN





Ness, Isle Of Lewis




	Photograph © David Wilson
	The Free Church of Scotland building and manse were used as the models to base  the church and manse in "Crobsot".  There are no churches in Adabroc, the village "Crobost" is based on and so the church at Cross was "moved" to Crobost. Fin's old friend is Donald Murray, the minister's son. Donald rebels against his…





More Details





	











Peter May Trilogy - Whistler's House Ardroil


Address

Ardroil, Uig, Isle Of Lewis, Outer Hebrides, HS2 9EU





Uig, Isle Of Lewis




	Photograph © David Wilson
	
	The glorious bay at Uig, south west Lewis, has many of Fin’s locations around it. Whistler lives at Ardroil as does Minto and the ancient little graveyard at Baile na Cille must be one of the most scenic in Britain.
	The Chessmen sees Fin in contact with his old friend Whistler. Whistler played in a band, whilst…





More Details
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Our Tourism Community




My Planner
You can build your own holiday itinerary here! Just browse our site and click this button 
            
             to add to your itinerary when you see something you like. 
            If your planner is not finished, simply click save and you can come back to it later on!
            You also have the option to send your itinerary to our tailor made holiday partner.
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